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UM STUDENT SHARES TRICKS OF THE MOVIE TRADE
By Beth Ann Cogswell 
University Communications
M issoula-
Bloody movie scenes don’t make Paula Payne squeamish. The former scene painter for 
movies including “The Silence of the Lambs” and “Sudden Death.” starring Jean Claude Van 
Damme, knows the gore is just a mixture of paint. In fact, she has mixed it many times and 
smeared it on supposed victims.
After working on almost a dozen movie sets, Payne has a favorite recipe for making a batch 
of fake blood, orange shellac tinted with red. Payne also has learned to fake pigeon droppings by 
mixing white paint with a little dust. She has stood by and watched as huge trucks delivered 
mountains of cotton batting to be laid on the ground and sprayed with dirty water. The result was a 
vast blanket of artificial snow.
“Once someone came to me with a dozen roses and asked me to make them look three days 
old,” Payne says. “I zapped them with a heat-gun and wired them so they drooped down. Nothing 
has to last. It’s fake and I love it.”
Payne has traded the wacky world of movie work for a more predictable existence as a 
graduate student at The University of Montana in the School of Fine Arts. It was time, she says, to
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leave the crazy, intense world of movies where a typical work day is between 12 and 14 hours long 
and a person might spend up to five months or more living in a hotel.
While she has no concrete plans after completing her Master of Fine Arts degree in painting, 
Payne says, she might like to work on another children's show, having spent several years in her 
hometown of Pittsburgh working on the “Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood" show.
“That was my favorite job ever,” she says. “I have so much respect for him. He was so 
concerned about the kids.”
While Pittsburgh is not known as a Mecca for movie making, Payne says that in the late 
1980s and early ‘90s, director George Romero, who made “Night of the Living Dead,” “Monkey 
Shines” and other “weird, cheesy, horror movies,” took advantage of Pittsburgh’s European-style 
buildings and industrial sections to shoot his films. Director Jonathan Demme did the same, filming 
“The Silence of the Lambs” in the Pittsburgh area, using the muted tones and ramshackle houses of 
the city to accentuate the film’s darkness.
The star of that picture, Jodi Foster, has a face that is intensely familiar to Payne, who drew 
a portrait of the film’s star holding a lamb in her arms. In the movie, that portrait was supposed to 
have been drawn by serial killer Hannibal Lector, played by Anthony Hopkins. Payne kept the 
drawing as a memento of a film she especially enjoyed working on.
“Jodi Foster was very nice, very down to earth,” Payne says. She also heaped praise on 
Demme. “He got the best results by treating everyone equally and with respect. He made you want 
to do your best for him .”
Payne most recently worked on “The Horse Whisperer,” a movie directed by Robert
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Redford, currently being filmed in the Livingston area. She traveled to the set during the summer of 
1996 to paint scenes before shooting began.
This summer, Payne painted a mural for the backdrop of an old, Argentinean car exhibit at 
the Towe-Ford Museum in Deer Lodge. She also volunteered for a week as an assistant art teacher 
at Camp-Mak-A-Dream. a camp for young people with cancer.
UI tell kids that art is a great career because it enhances your life,” Payne says. “You can 
find ways to make money making art."
m
Note: A photo of Payne is available upon request.
BC
Missoulian, The Missoula Independent, Great Falls Tribune, Billings Gazette, Bozeman Chronicle, 
Livingston Enterprise.
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